
 
STORM PRECAUTIONS 

 
Hurricane season usually lasts from mid-August through October. Beside high winds, 

you can expect higher than normal tidal conditions, rough seas in protected areas, and a 
tidal surge of 10' or greater. 

 
Vessels moored in high energy areas such as Lewis Bay and Hyannisport will lose the 

protection of the breakwater which will be submerged at high tide. 
 

Plan ahead and be prepared.  Make storm plans with your boatyard, yacht club or 
mooring contractor enabling them to do one or more of the following in the event of a 
storm:  haul your vessel, add lines, increase mooring scope, place storm anchors, move 

your vessel to a more protected area, etc. 
 

Get your boat out of the water if at all possible and place well above high water taking 
into account extreme tidal conditions and storm surge. Remember haul out areas and 

ramps will be extremely busy. 
 

If you can't haul your vessel: 
         A.  You should remove from your boat: 

              1.  All sails, roller furling, etc. 
              2.  All dodgers, biminis and enclosures 

              3.  Antennas and electronics 
              4.  All non-permanent equipment(deck chairs, rafts, boxes) 

              5.  Ship's papers and valuables 
              6.  Portable fuel tanks (gas, propane) 

         B.  Pump excess water from bilge’s and drain water tank. 
         C.  Make sure batteries are charged, pump switches  

   and intakes aren't jammed and working freely. 
         D.  Secure windows, hatches, seacocks, and fuel  

   lines to engines and cooking appliances.  Make  
             your boat as watertight as possible. 

         E.  Check chafing gear. 
 

ONCE YOUR BOAT IS SECURED, LEAVE. NEVER STAY WITH YOUR BOAT 
DURING THE STORM. 

 
 
 

Town of Barnstable 
Community Services Department 

Marine and Environmental Affairs Division  
1189 Phinneys Lane, Centerville, MA 02632 

                                                                HTUwww.townofbarnstable.usUT 
 
 
Natural Resources  508-790-6272             Daniel J. Horn, Director 
Harbormaster     508-790-6273               Office:  508-790-6273 
Animal Control      508-790-6274               FAX:    508-790-6275 
Sandy Neck     508-790-6272  
Gatehouse     508-362-8300 (April – Nov)  
 

 


